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Miles Lee Riggin

AUG 26, 1926 - JAN 31, 2021

I ONG NECK, DE - Miles Lee Riggin, 94 of Long Neck, DE, died January 31,

2021 at his home surrounded by his loving family. Born in Crisfield, MD on
Aug. 26, 1926, he was the son of the late Ercil Lee Riggin and the late Thelma Miles
Riggin.

The Riggin family has deep roots in the Crisfield area dating back to the late 1600's. As a child,
Miles attended the 3-room Bedsworth Elementary School in Crisfield which had a potbelly stove
and outhouse. As a teen, he moved with his parents to NJ where he lived much of his adult life.
Following graduation from Plainfield High School in 1944, he proudly served in the Navy during
World War II on the SS Antigua in the Pacific.

After the war, Miles graduated from Trenton State Teachers College (now the College of New
Jersey) in 1950 with a bachelor's degree in education. He married Holly Parizot in 1951 at St. John's
Lutheran Church in Bloomfield, NJ. Miles was a skilled instructor in accounting and bookkeeping
and rose to the head of the Roselle Park HS business department. He also earned a master's
degree in education from Rutgers University. Later, he accepted an assignment as the Chair of the
business department at Bridgewater-Raritan East High School until his retirement in 1981. Miles
also taught night school at Middlesex County Community College, Trenton State Teachers
College, and a local prison and worked at various corporations such as Ciba-Geigy during the
summers. Miles was active in the NJ Business Teachers Association, ultimately serving as its
President. For much of his career, Miles lived in North Plainfield, NJ. He attended Wesley
Methodist Church in South Plainfield, NJ.

Miles and Holly Riggin, his devoted wife of 69 years, retired back to his family home in Crisfield,
MD in 1981. They took long walks on the Ocean City boardwalk. Miles was a member of
Immanuel United Methodist Church in Crisfield where he was active in the choir. He loved
music, often playing the organ at home and occasionally at church. When visiting, you could
always hear music playing in the background, from classical, to Big Band, to show tunes. Miles
read constantly, mostly mysteries and thrillers, and was a dog lover, especially Blondie, the family
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Labrador. He was also an officer in the local Rotary Club. He was a terrific dad and really
blossomed as a doting grandfather, affectionately known as Pepa.

He is survived by his wife Holly of Long Neck, DE; his daughter Janice Lee Smith and her
husband Kent Smith of Long Neck, DE; his son, Glenn Miles Riggin and his wife Carol of
Southern Shores, NC; grandchildren Lynsey Bieringer and her husband Matt, Jessica Riggin and
her husband Walker Newell, Tyler Smith and his wife Stephanie, and Benjamin Riggin and his
wife Elise, along with 5 great-grandchildren (Faith Bieringer, Eloise Newell, Addison Bieringer,
Charlotte Smith, and Owen Riggin) and counting! Miles is also related to many Eastern Shore
families including Dryden, Horsey, Mrohs, Ward, Davis, and Miles.

A private service for the family will be held at the Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery in
Millsboro, DE.

In lieu of flowers, memorial donations are requested to be sent to The Joseph House ( or The
Joseph House, PO Box 1755, Salisbury, MD 21802) or the Crisfield Fire Department (PO Box 591,
Crisfield, MD 21817).
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Glenn Riggin shared an album called Memories Album.

February 19 at 5:51 PM

Theresa Ward posted:

Miles was my Dept. Chair. for my first 11 years of teaching in Bridgewater-Raritan. He was an
incredibly fine person, a role model, and a resource for my needs as a rookie teacher. Always helpful,
always with a suggestion, always kind. What he taught me followed me through my teaching career.
His attitude was always positive and | truly missed him when he retired. May he have eternal peace
as he well deserves. Sadly, Theresa Ward

February 5 at 7:04 AM

@ Glenn Riggin February 19 at 5:52 PM
Theresa, Thank you so much for sharing your memories of my Dad. Glenn Riggin

Tom Richardi lit a candle in honor of Miles.

February 3 at 5:47 AM

Tom Richardi posted:

We will remember Miles(PePa)with his great smile also his hospitality and Holly's. A great memory
was a few years ago they invited us to there home for dinner as we were looking to move in the area
,it was the best time especially the great crab cakes.Miles always had many wonderful stories and
we had great Christian fellowship together. Katelyn our daughter was with us and still talks of the fun
visit with them.Our thoughts and prays are with you all at this time.God bless you all,Tom and
Margaret Richardi

February 3 at 5:45 AM
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Glenn Riggin shared 3 photos to the Memories Album album. February 19 at 5:51 PM
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Memories only last if you share them

Join us in honoring Miles by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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